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As a registered patent attorney and partner in the firm’s Intellectual Property practice
group, Derick Allen assists both emerging and Fortune 500 pharmaceutical, chemical
and life science-based companies with the development and application of their
technologies. In view of the diverse nature of the companies Derick serves, he has
developed a practical, cost-effective and business-oriented approach to secure and
protect their intellectual property rights.
Derick has experience in advising such companies in the strategic development and
management of their global patent portfolio, including the preparation and prosecution
of both U.S. and foreign patent applications. Additionally, Derick provides patent
portfolio evaluation and related due diligence assessments for clients, often as part of
licensing and other transactional matters. Derick also assists with pre-litigation
assessments of patent rights by performing validity and infringement analyses, and has
extensive experience in providing patentability, validity, non-infringement and freedomto-operate opinions.
Within the pharmaceutical field, Derick has experience supporting small-molecule
research and development for the treatment of pain, hormone deficiencies, kidney
disease, hypertension, high cholesterol and cancer, as well as various related imaging
and diagnostic reagents. Outside the pharmaceutical field, Derick has experience
supporting both small- and large-molecule research and development with polymeric
materials, organometallic catalysts, herbicides and various food products.

EDUCATION

•

Saint Louis University School of Law (J.D., cum laude, 1997)

•

University of Oklahoma (M.S., 1992)
o Organic/Polymer Chemistry
o U.S. Department of Education (Fellow)

•

Monmouth College (B.A., magna cum laude, 1990)
o Chemistry

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

•

The Missouri Bar

•

American Intellectual Property Law Association
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ACCOLADES

•

The Best Lawyers in America®; Patent Law (2017-present)

BACKGROUND
Prior to becoming an attorney, Derick was employed as an analytical chemist with
Sigma-Aldrich and as an R&D chemist at the Warner-Jenkinson Company and at
DuPont’s Experimental Station.

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP
January 21, 2014
Patent Term Adjustment Update - Novartis v. Lee

